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“Writing today is not a frill for the few but an essential skill for the many.”
-

National Commission on Writing in America’s Schools and Colleges

Writing is hard work. A clear sentence is no accident. Very few sentences come out right
the first time, or even the third time. Remember this in moments of despair. If you find
that writing is hard, it’s because it is hard.
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Generation M2: Media in the Lives of 8- to 18-Year-Olds
Kaiser Family Foundation Study, January 2010
WASHINGTON, D.C. – With technology allowing nearly 24-hour media access as children and teens go
about their daily lives, the amount of time young people spend with entertainment media has risen
dramatically, especially among minority youth, according to a study released today by the Kaiser Family
Foundation. Today, 8-18 year-olds devote an average of 7 hours and 38 minutes (7:38) to using
entertainment media across a typical day (more than 53 hours a week). And because they spend so much of
that time ‘media multitasking’ (using more than one medium at a time), they actually manage to pack a
total of 10 hours and 45 minutes (10:45) worth of media content into those 7½ hours.
The amount of time spent with media increased by an hour and seventeen minutes a day over the past five
years, from 6:21 in 2004 to 7:38 today. And because of media multitasking, the total amount of media
content consumed during that period has increased from 8:33 in 2004 to 10:45 today.
Generation M2: Media in the Lives of 8- to 18-Year-Olds is the third in a series of large-scale, nationally
representative surveys by the Foundation about young people’s media use. It includes data from all three
waves of the study (1999, 2004, and 2009), and is among the largest and most comprehensive publicly
available sources of information about media use among American youth.
Mobile media driving increased consumption. The increase in media use is driven in large part by ready
access to mobile devices like cell phones and iPods. Over the past five years, there has been a huge
increase in ownership among 8- to 18-year-olds: from 39% to 66% for cell phones, and from 18% to 76%
for iPods and other MP3 players. During this period, cell phones and iPods have become true multi-media
devices: in fact, young people now spend more time listening to music, playing games, and watching TV
on their cell phones (a total of :49 daily) than they spend talking on them (:33).
Parents and media rules. Only about three in ten young people say they have rules about how much time
they can spend watching TV (28%) or playing video games (30%), and 36% say the same about using the
computer. But when parents do set limits, children spend less time with media: those with any media rules
consume nearly 3 hours less media per day (2:52) than those with no rules.
Media in the home. About two-thirds (64%) of young people say the TV is usually on during meals, and
just under half (45%) say the TV is left on “most of the time” in their home, even if no one is watching.
Seven in ten (71%) have a TV in their bedroom, and half (50%) have a console video game player in their
room. Again, children in these TV-centric homes spend far more time watching: 1:30 more a day in homes
where the TV is left on most of the time, and an hour more among those with a TV in their room.
“The amount of time young people spend with media has grown to where it’s even more than a full-time
work week,” said Drew Altman, Ph.D., President and CEO of the Kaiser Family Foundation. “When
children are spending this much time doing anything, we need to understand how it’s affecting them – for
good and bad.”
Heavy media users report getting lower grades. While the study cannot establish a cause and effect
relationship between media use and grades, there are differences between heavy and light media users in
this regard. About half (47%) of heavy media users say they usually get fair or poor grades (mostly Cs or
lower), compared to about a quarter (23%) of light users. These differences may or may not be influenced
by their media use patterns. (Heavy users are the 21% of young people who consume more than 16 hours of
media a day, and light users are the 17% of young people who consume less than 3 hours of media a day.)
Black and Hispanic children spend far more time with media than White children do. There are
substantial differences in children’s media use between members of various ethnic and racial groups.
Black and Hispanic children consume nearly 4½ hours more media daily (13:00 of total media exposure for
Hispanics, 12:59 for Blacks, and 8:36 for Whites). Some of the largest differences are in TV viewing:
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Black children spend nearly 6 hours and Hispanics just under 5½ hours, compared to roughly 3½ hours a
day for White youth. The only medium where there is no significant difference between these three groups
is print. Differences by race/ethnicity remain even after controlling for other factors such as age, parents’
education, and single vs. two-parent homes. The racial disparity in media use has grown substantially over
the past five years: for example, the gap between White and Black youth was just over two hours (2:12) in
2004, and has grown to more than four hours today (4:23).
Big changes in TV. For the first time over the course of the study, the amount of time spent watching
regularly-scheduled TV declined, by 25 minutes a day (from 2004 to 2009). But the many new ways to
watch TV–on the Internet, cell phones, and iPods–actually led to an increase in total TV consumption from
3:51 to 4:29 per day, including :24 of online viewing, :16 on iPods and other MP3 players, and :15 on cell
phones. All told, 59% (2:39) of young people’s TV-viewing consists of live TV on a TV set, and 41%
(1:50) is time-shifted, DVDs, online, or mobile.
“The bottom line is that all these advances in media technologies are making it even easier for young
people to spend more and more time with media,” said Victoria Rideout, Foundation Vice President and
director of the study. “It’s more important than ever that researchers, policymakers and parents stay on top
of the impact it’s having on their lives.”
Popular new activities like social networking also contribute to increased media use. Top online
activities include social networking (:22 a day), playing games (:17), and visiting video sites such as
YouTube (:15). Three-quarters (74%) of all 7th-12th graders say they have a profile on a social networking
site.
Types of media kids consume. Time spent with every medium other than movies and print increased over
the past five years: :47 a day increase for music/audio, :38 for TV content, :27 for computers, and :24 for
video games. TV remains the dominant type of media content consumed, at 4:29 a day, followed by
music/audio at 2:31, computers at 1:29, video games at 1:13, print at :38, and movies at :25 a day.
High levels of media multitasking. High levels of media multitasking also contribute to the large amount
of media young people consume each day. About 4 in 10 7th-12th graders say they use another medium
“most” of the time they’re listening to music (43%), using a computer (40%), or watching TV (39%).
Additional findings:
 Reading. Over the past 5 years, time spent reading books remained steady at about :25 a day, but
time with magazines and newspapers dropped (from :14 to :09 for magazines, and from :06 to :03
for newspapers). The proportion of young people who read a newspaper in a typical day dropped
from 42% in 1999 to 23% in 2009. On the other hand, young people now spend an average of :02
a day reading magazines or newspapers online.
 Media and homework. About half of young people say they use media either “most” (31%) or
“some” (25%) of the time they’re doing their homework.
 Rules about media content. Fewer than half of all 8- to 18-year-olds say they have rules about
what TV shows they can watch (46%), video games they can play (30%), or music they’re allowed
to listen to (26%). Half (52%) say they have rules about what they can do on the computer.
 Gender gap. Girls spend more time than boys using social networking sites (:25 vs. :19), listening
to music (2:33 vs. 2:06), and reading (:43 vs. :33). Boys spend more time than girls playing
console video games (:56 vs.: 14), computer games (:25 vs. :08), and going to video websites like
YouTube (:17 vs. :12).
 Tweens and media. Media use increases substantially when children hit the 11-14 year-old age
group, an increase of 1:22 with TV content, 1:14 with music, 1:00 using the computer, and :24
playing video games, for total media exposure of 11:53 per day (vs. 7:51 for 8-10 year-olds).
 Texting. 7th-12th graders report spending an average of 1:35 a day sending or receiving texts.
(Time spent texting is not counted as media use in this study.)
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Writing Arguments
According to a 2010 Kaiser Family Foundation study, young people
ages 8-18 are using entertainment media on average 7 hours and 38
minutes a day. Read the summary of their research and reflect upon
your own experience.
Do you believe heavy exposure to entertainment media is influencing
the way young people think, behave, and perform in school? Defend
and support your position with evidence from your reading,
experience, and the opinions of others.

Using Writing to Learn
-

Helps students internalize learning
Exposes areas of misunderstanding
Promotes retention of content
Encourages student questions
Deepens students’ understanding
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Performance Evaluation Form

COMMUNICATION
Consultants and Senior Consultants

Rating (110)

 Written communications are logically organized, have
appropriate level of detail and are free from spelling
errors and grammatical mistakes
 Conducts effective interviews and captures appropriate
information
 Verbally articulates information in an organized,
concise and logical manner
 Practices active listening and employs mirroring
techniques to ensure understanding.
 Understands others' perspectives and validates their
positions
 Demonstrates an ability to evaluate audience and tailor
written and verbal communication accordingly
 Demonstrates a commitment to self-improvement and
actively seeks feedback on performance and
expectations
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Academic Tone
Sample sentence openers using academic language:
- You might consider how …
- Another way of looking at the problem …
- If considered in this light …
- When you look at it this way …
- Can you imagine how it might feel to …
- From another perspective it might seem …
- In my opinion …
- It might seem that …
- Not only …… but also …
- It makes good sense that …
- A reasonable person can assume …
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Common Core Writing
Argumentation/Persuasion
Common Core Writing Standard: Write arguments to support claims in an
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and
sufficient evidence.
****************************************************************************
Informative/explanatory writing
Common Core Writing Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
***************************************************************************
Narration
Common Core Writing Standard: Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and wellstructured event sequences.
***************************************************************************

CORE BELIEFS
 In order to learn to write, one must write.
 Authentic tasks and topics generate the most cohesive student
writing.
 Students need both supportive and critical feedback.
 There is no cohesive writing without revision.

Cohesive Writing: Why Concept Is Not Enough
Carol Jago, Heinemann
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Common Core Standards
Reading Informational Texts Standard 8 (grades 9-10)
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements
and fallacious reasoning.

Common Core Grades 9-10 exemplar informational text
Hand, Learned. “I Am an American Day Address.” (1944)
We have gathered here to affirm a faith, a faith in a common purpose, a common
conviction, a common devotion. Some of us have chosen America as the land of our
adoption; the rest have come from those who did the same. For this reason we have some
right to consider ourselves a picked group, a group of those who had the courage to break
from the past and brave the dangers and the loneliness of a strange land. What was the
object that nerved us, or those who went before us, to this choice? We sought liberty;
freedom from oppression, freedom from want, freedom to be ourselves. This we then
sought; this we now believe that we are by way of winning. What do we mean when we
say that first of all we seek liberty? I often wonder whether we do not rest our hopes too
much upon constitutions, upon laws and upon courts. These are false hopes; believe me,
these are false hopes. Liberty lies in the hearts of men and women; when it dies there, no
constitution, no law, no court can even do much to help it. While it lies there it needs no
constitution, no law, no court to save it. And what is this liberty which must lie in the
hearts of men and women? It is not the ruthless, the unbridled will; it is not freedom to do
as one likes. That is the denial of liberty, and leads straight to its overthrow. A society in
which men recognize no check upon their freedom soon becomes a society where
freedom is the possession of only a savage few; as we have learned to our sorrow.
What then is the spirit of liberty? I cannot define it; I can only tell you my own faith. The
spirit of liberty is the spirit which is not too sure that it is right; the spirit of liberty is the
spirit which seeks to understand the mind of other men and women; the spirit of liberty is
the spirit which weighs their interests alongside its own without bias; the spirit of liberty
remembers that not even a sparrow falls to earth unheeded; the spirit of liberty is the
spirit of Him who, near two thousand years ago, taught mankind that lesson it has never
learned but never quite forgotten; that there may be a kingdom where the least shall be
heard and considered side by side with the greatest. And now in that spirit, that spirit of
an America which has never been, and which may never be; nay, which never will be
except as the conscience and courage of Americans create it; yet in the spirit of that
America which lies hidden in some form in the aspirations of us all; in the spirit of that
America for which our young men are at this moment fighting and dying; in that spirit of
liberty and of America I ask you to rise and with me pledge our faith in the glorious
destiny of our beloved country.
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Papers, Papers, Papers: A Teacher’s Survival Guide
Responding to Student Writing:
 Do not rewrite the student paper.
 Focus on key areas for improvement.
 Use the student’s name in your comments.
 Separate your response to content from your comments on
mechanical errors.
 Respond as a reader. Ask questions.
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